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BBC: Genetically Altered Babies Are Born

LONDON (Reuters) - The world'sfirst genetically modified babies have
been born in the United States after women unable to conceive naturally
underwent arevolutionary new fertility treatment, the BBC reported on
Friday.

Up to 30 babies have been born with genes not inherited from either
parent following treatment described as the first time scientists have
atered the genes that humans pass on to their offspring.

Tests have shown that a special fertility treatment carried out at the U.S.
Institute for Reproductive Medicine and Science of St. Barnabas, New
Jersey, created amodified set of genesin the children.

Using the treatment, women who failed to conceive had their eggs
modified with material from donor eggs.

Genes from the mitochondria, which surround the nucleus, were then
transplanted, resulting in some cases in a successful birth.

The scientists have confirmed that the children's cells contain

mitochondria, and hence genes, from two women as well as their fathers,

the BBC said.

A spokesman at the institute said researchers were not immediately
available for comment.

The babies are said to be healthy, but the technique has already been
criticized as unethical in Britain, where it would beillegal.

Itisalso likely to raise fresh concernsin the ““designer baby" debate
raging over the possible future production of genetically-modified
children.

“"Now is not the time to bring in human germline gene therapy through
the back door," Professor Joe Cummins of the University of Western
Ontario in Canadatold BBC's Web site.
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