IBM Pushes for Wireless Accessin All Its Products
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IBM Pushes for Wireless Access in All Its Related Quotes COMPAQ
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NEW YORK (Reuters) - International Business Machines Corp. (NYSE: 21X Zgggg 326133

IBM - news) on Monday announced a push to turn its entire product line-- NASDA 806.03 -18.33 HIGH

everything from notebooks to mainframe computers -- into wireless “PSE 129635 -13.03 [Badeliitils:

devices. S& P 500 COMPUTING

. . . . . I | | Get Quotes |
The move followed Chairman Chief Executive Louis Gerstner's prediction dalaved 20 mins - disclaimer
in a speech to analysts two weeks ago, that within a couple of years o/ -

something like two billion wireless Internet access devices would be in use.
INDUSTRY-

STANDARD
“"The potential explosion of people and devices connecting to the network is driving the need for customers I AT e s 10 saatl 1=

to build infrastructures that are massively scalable, more reliable and that possess more intelligence than
they do today,” Michel Mayer, general manager of IBM's pervasive computing division, said in a statement.

The Armonk, New Y ork-based company said it would deliver the industry's first al-wireless line of products
and services, including notebook computers. IBM said it would even build wireless access into its powerful
business computers known as servers -- allowing system administrators to manage the computers via ENTERPRISE
Internet enabled cell phones or personal digital assistants. STORAGE AREA
NETWORKS
IBM said it is also helping software vendors and other business partners to bring new wireless software

programs to market, and that IBM would sell servicesto companies to get wireless networks up and running
quickly.

Additionally, IBM and Mitsubishi Electric Corp. (6503.T) said they would work together to develop low
power chip for cell phones that can access the Internet and handle other functions such as messaging. IBM NOBODY DOES
will make the components using its own silicon germanium chip technology, which Mitsubishi will build
into its cell phone products.
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