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Nation Shocked by Case of Boy Who Lived with Dogs
June 20, 2001 9:19 am EST 

By Alistair Bell 

SANTIAGO, Chile (Reuters) - An abandoned 10-year-old boy found living in 
a cave and scavenging for food with a pack of dogs became so thirsty that 
he forced himself to drink a bitch's milk, child-care workers say. 

Authorities took the boy, named Axel, into care last weekend after he spent 
two years roaming a southern town with the dog pack. 

The case has shocked Chile, a conservative South American nation that 
prides itself on strong family ties. 

Axel began running with 15 strays in the port town of Talcahuano after 
escaping from a children's home. On cold nights, they would share a cave on 
the outskirts of town, workers of Chile's National Child-care Service said 
Tuesday. 

In television footage, Axel was aggressive, swore at care workers and spoke 
in short, surly phrases. 

Asked whether he had drunk dog's milk as reported by police, he said, 
"Yes." He stuck his tongue out and screwed up his face up in disgust. 

"You still drank it even though you didn't like it?" a journalist asked the boy, 
now living in a children's center in the city of Concepcion. 

 "Yes, because I was thirsty. It was my breakfast," Axel replied. 

MOTHER DOG "LYLA" 

Wearing a smart red, white and gray top, he scribbled on pieces of paper 
and cut out pictures with scissors. One of his drawings was of eight dogs of 
different colors and sizes. 

The most prominent figure was a large blue dog that resembled a poodle. 
Underneath, was written the name "Lyla." A care worker said this was the 
dog that suckled Axel. 
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"That dog was pregnant," the boy said. 

Axel, who appeared healthy but had two front teeth missing, at times swore 
at the woman care worker and threatened to throw scissors across the 
room. But he also showed touches of tenderness. 

He cut out a picture from a sheet of paper and tried to pin it to the lapel of a 
television journalist. 

Axel has had a tough life, child-care workers said. 

"He was abandoned at the age of five by his parents, who were very 
abusive. He was effectively thrown onto the streets," Delia Delgatto of the 
child-care service told Reuters. 

He was taken into a care center but escaped two years ago and teamed up 
with street dogs in Talcahuano. 

The boy and the pack foraged for food together, police said. "He would eat 
out of garbage cans and find leftovers," Delgatto said. 

City workers reported his case to the police who tried to seize him last 
Saturday. But Axel threw himself into the wintry cold waters of the southern 
Pacific Ocean to try to escape. 

"A police officer dived into the water and saved him," a police spokesman 
said. 

Care workers said Axel would need long periods of counseling and would 
stay in care for the foreseeable future. Delgatto said it was unlikely he would 
be reunited with his parents. 
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